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Again we held our Pet Service and Harvest Festival Service on the 

1st of October at St Francis Church Silver End Paul blessed a wide 

range of pets from dogs to Ponies, Snakes, Rabbits and many more. 



Our Services this Month November 2017  

5th  November  All Saints 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11 am  St Mary’s  All Age Worship 

4.30 pm St Mary’s  All Souls Service  
 

12th November  Remembrance 

10.45 am  Service of Remembrance Silver End Village Hall 

10.50 am St Mary’s  Service of Remembrance 11 am St Mary’s 
   

19th November  2nd Sunday Before Advent 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11 am St Mary’s  Matins 
 

 

26th November  Christ the King 

9.30 am St. Francis  Morning Prayer 

11 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion 

 

 

Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Rev. Paul Watkin  01376 583930 psgw100@aol.com 

Churchwarden Peter Hope    01376 502605 

Churchwarden Ann Clarke   01376514825 

Rivenhall Contact Carole McCarthy 01376 512781 

Silver End Contact Ruth Aitken   01376 583846 

Musical Director Emmelia Van der Walt 07940 512407 

Please hand articles for the magazine to Peter Hope or contact by  

email peterhope@utilitywarehouse.org.uk by 18th of the month. 

Rivenhall Website     www.stmarysrivenhall.co.uk 

St Francis Silver End Website  www.st-francis.org.uk/ 

Find More information on our  activities by visiting our Facebook page 

search:-<THE PARISH OF RIVENHALL AND SILVER END>  

or follow the link on our Website  
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Monthly musings from your Team Vicar 

Lots of people like to watch films which they used to enjoy many 

years ago. Perhaps something which they used to enjoy as child or a 

teenager, or that simply made an impression at one time or another. 

Indeed, there really is an appetite for this sort of nostalgia – espe-

cially in recent years: various films and television series from the 

60's, 70's, 80's, and even the 90's have either been re-released, or 

re-made and re-imagined in a new way. Of course, when you watch 

something once more which you remember originally seeing many 

years previously, you always run the risk of whether or not you'll find 

it as entertaining as you did the first time around. And when a clas-

sic film or programme is re-made to bring it up to date for a new 

generation, the producers always run the risk of how it will be re-

ceived by the original fans. 

All of this in one way or another taps in to our nostalgia, and the de-

sire to fondly and perhaps even lovingly remember other things, 

events, places, or simply times from years past; to a time when one 

can be transported in one's heart back to a different age. Of course 

it's not only particular films or TV programmes which can potentially 

do this. A particular taste, the feeling of a texture, a certain colour 

or piece of artwork, or even a fondly remembered fragrance or aro-

ma can do this too. 

For as human beings, remembering our past and the people within it 

(along with the times themselves, places, or other details), is a very 

natural thing to do, and something which I'd imagine nearly all, if 

not all of us do at one time or another. For our past experiences and 

the people who play a part within our lives over the years can, 

(along with other factors) all play a role in forming us to be the peo-

ple whom we are today. 

If we consider the seasons of the church year, the month of Novem-

ber is perhaps the most closely associated with remembering, and 

indeed Remembrance. At the very start of the month, the 1st and 2nd 

are the Feast and Commemoration Days of All Saints, and All Souls. 

The former when we remember of the lives of all those who have 

notably witnessed to the Christian Faith in years past: In the early 

church the lives of particular people began to be celebrated and re-

membered on a certain day each year, and became known (or can-

onised) as 'saints' due to their Godly living and the example which 

they gave during their lifetime. But as the years went by more and 

more people's lives were looked towards to be remembered in this 

way – but of course there are only usually 365 days in a year! So the 
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Festival or Feast Day of All Saints came about to provide the oppor-

tunity to note the lives of all those who are not marked by an indi-

vidual day. Perhaps there is even someone whom you have known 

yourself who over their own lifetime was instrumental or in, or pro-

vided you with inspiration or helped your find the direction of faith, 

and whose life and memory you like to remember in a special way. 

The Commemoration of All Souls then gives us a special occasion on 

which to fondly remember the lives of all of our own loved ones who 

are no longer with us, and doing so whilst also being assured of 

God's everlasting promises of the life to come through Jesus Christ. 

And so on Sunday 5th we celebrate the Feast of All Saints at our 

morning services at both St Francis' and St Mary's churches, and 

Commemorate All Souls in the afternoon at St Mary's in a special 

and moving way, with the opportunity to light a candle in their 

memory too. 

Then a week later, the 12th November is the date of Remembrance 

Sunday this year. Each and every year we rightfully gather to 

acknowledge with unending gratitude the sacrifice made by so many 

men and women in the defence of our country, and in doing so it 

also encourages us to always strive and pray for peace within our 

own lifetime. Additionally it can also direct us to give thanks for all 

those who devote their lives in the service of the defence of our 

country today, and pray for diplomacy and God's purposes of love in 

our world in our own day and age too. 

So as we draw into the final two months of the year, our minds may 

even now be turning towards Christmas and all which it brings, and 

just perhaps in doing so remembering some of the films or special 

TV programmes which we watched in years past around that time of 

year. But before we find ourselves there, let us remember some oth-

er occasions in a special way, and give thanks to God for the memo-

ries of our own loved ones, and all which they brought us during 

their lives. 

May I wish you all a holy and blessed season of remembrance. 

Paul Watkin. 
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From the Registers August/ September 
Weddings: None 

Internment of Ashes—None ;  

Funerals: 28/07/17 Patricia Smith 12 Aug 1932—2nd Sept 2017 

Baptisms  

*********************************** 

The 50/50 Club winners   
For August:   

1st M Punt,               2nd V Ladkin,            3rd S Gladwell 

 

For September:   

1st Mr Bowsher,         2nd Mr A Cooper,     3rd Mr J Cooper 

 
*********************************** 

 

Collects and Reading For November 2017 

5th November All Saints Day 

All Age Worship 

Readings 

Revelations 7:9-end 

1 John 3:1-3 

Mathew 5:1-12  

Collect 

God of holiness, 

your glory is proclaimed in every age: 

as we rejoice in the faith of your saints, 

inspire us to follow their example 

with boldness and joy; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

12th Nov Remembrance Sunday 

Readings 

Wisdom 6:12-16 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-end 

Mathew 25:1-13  
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Collect 

God, our refuge and strength, 

bring near the day when wars shall cease 

and poverty and pain shall end, 

that earth may know the peace of heaven 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

19th Nov 2nd Sunday Before Advent 

Matins 

Readings 

Zephaniah 1:7, 12-end 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Mathew 25:14-30  
Collect 

Heavenly Lord, 

you long for the world's salvation: 

stir us from apathy, 

restrain us from excess 

and revive in us new hope 

that all creation will one day be healed 

in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

26th Nov Christ the King (Sunday before Advent) 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24   

Ephesians 1:15-23   

Matthew 25:31-46   

Collect 

God the Father, 

help us to hear the call of Christ the King 

and to follow in his service, 

whose kingdom has no end; 

for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, one glory.  
 

********************************************** 

RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTES OF MEETING HELD 3rd OCTOBER 2017 

Present: Cllrs. Abbott (Chairman), Wright, Knubley, Turner, Clark 
and Prime. 

Also present: Parish Clerk, and 3 members of the public. 
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Public Forum 

 The following matters were brought to Members’ attention: 

 Streetlights opposite the entrance to Rectory Lane. 

 Sniveller’s Lane dangerous exit onto Hollow Road. 

 The footpath around the Golf Course. 

 Cars parked on local footways. 

Matters for discussion 

Rectory Lane 

A meeting re the ‘Quiet Lane’ status to be held, with ECC, in the 
Village Hall on 9th October. 

Housing development on land south of Rickstones Road 

There was nothing further to report since the September meeting 

but it was noted that the developers had stated the planning appli-

cation was to have been submitted by now. 

(Post meeting note: application 17/01730/OUT has now been sub-
mitted to BDC for up to 65 houses on the field along Rickstones 
Road opposite the Rickstones Academy playing fields) 

Purchase of Remembrance Wreath 

Cllr. Prime agreed to make arrangements. 

BDC Community Governance Review 

Following an informal meeting at Witham Town Council with 
theChairman, it would appear that the town council’s initial 
position is that they would prefer a redrawn parish boundary 
that included all of the Academy land including the playing 
field and all of the agreed and additionally proposed housing 
sites off Forest Road, Rickstones Road and Rectory lane. It 
was agreed that this would be strongly resisted by Rivenhall 
Parish Council if it became a substantive proposal. 

ECC Public Consultation re the Mobile Library Service 

Despite reductions in the service being planned widely, there 
should be no change relative to Rivenhall but members were 
encouraged to check the ECC website and comment on-line. 

Increase in Village Hall hiring fees 

It was unanimously agreed that the increase up to £20 per 
session be accepted, with effect from January 2018. 

Highway & PRoW matters 

The request for an extension of the 30 mph limit on Colemans 
Bridge towards the A12 slips has been sent to the BDLHP. 
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 Reports continue to come in from residents about HGV driv-
ers flouting the 7.5 T weight restriction on Oak Road. Resi-
dents are being encouraged to obtain, if they can, registra-
tion plate details and company names which can then be re-
ported. 

 Related to the breaches, it has been noted that there is not a 
suitable warning sign of the 7.5 T limit or the height re-
striction under the railway bridge situated on Rickstones 
Road as you approach the Church Road/Oak Road junction to 
turn into Oak Road. This has been reported to ECC. 

 PRoW 48 & 59: Reported to ECC by the Chairman 

 Replacement “T” no through roads signs have been requested 
by the Chairman via ECC for the junction of Foxmead with 
Oak Road. (Post meeting note: ECC has agreed to new 
signs). 

General Maintenance 

Contractor’s costings for additional works were considered. These 
were for: 

(1) Cut back hedge along Rickstones Road boundary with the 
Academy; 

(2) Cut back hedge opposite Rickstones Farmhouse (roadside 
and footpath); 

(3) Cut back bushes around streetlight opposite Rickstones 
Farmhouse; 

(4) Trim brambles etc back along Oak Road and Henry Dixon 
Road footway. 

It was unanimously agreed that the maintenance contractor be 
requested to undertake works 1, 2 and 4. Number 3 will be investi-
gated further. 

Planning Applications 

17/01092/FUL: 163 dwellings – Phase 2 land off Forest Road. 

Members raised the following comments/objections to this applica-
tion: 

That the original proposal for landscaping be retained. 

Would the increase in S106 monies, relating to the additional 
dwellings, be credited to Rivenhall Parish; and to what projects 
have the original S106 monies been allocated. 

17/01784/NMA: Material amendment to parking at the 2 wheel-
chair bungalows, phase 1 Land off Forest Road. 

 This notification was for information only. 
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Ongoing Planning Issues 

A12 & A120 Projects 

A120: It was reported that ECC expects to announce its preferred 
route(s) for the A120 at the November 2017 Cabinet meeting at 
County Hall. It appears from the recent Forum event for local coun-
cillors that Option A, the route preferred by the parish council, is 
the least likely to go forward from ECC’s appraisal of the consulta-
tion results. The Chairman suggested that the southern parishes 
write to the A120 promoters and ECC to support route B as a fall 
back ‘least worst’ option, whilst still maintaining A as first choice. It 
was unanimously agreed that this suggestion be adopted. (Post 
meeting note: Silver End and Cressing Parish Councils have also 
agreed to do the same).  

A12: The A12 widening proposals are now due to be announced 
during the winter of 2017/18 by the Highways Agency. The A12 Fo-
rum had previously been told that an announcement would be 
made by the end of September 2017. (Post meeting note: the na-
tional press is reporting that a number of major schemes, including 
the A12 widening, could be put back by at least 2 years. The origi-
nal start date for the A12 widening was spring 2020). 

BDC Local Plan 

BDC had responded to the Freedom of Information Request re de-
velopment sites. The only details received related to the land south 
of Rickstones Road as part of the wider “Phase 3” developments 
and comments by BDC regarding possible problems with the local 
road infrastructure. It was unanimously agreed that BDC be in-
formed of the Parish Council’s concerns re the discussions re Phase 
3 and the siting of the ‘Green Buffer’ between Witham and Riv-
enhall. None of the Phase 3 land has been allocated in the Local 
Plan. 

Due to the increased number of new residential properties required 
nationally, there is a possibility that BDC may have to again revise 
the total number of housing sites required within the District in the 
Local Plan but this would be via a review in several years’ time. 

Rivenhall Airfield IWMF – major waste site and incinerator 

A well attended public meeting was held on 22nd September at 
Coggeshall Village Hall. This followed the decision of the Environ-
ment Agency to issue an Environmental Permit for the plant based 
on a 58m high chimney stack (190 feet). The meeting also heard 
from speakers, including the Chairman, about the current 2 plan-
ning applications on which ECC had received over 3,000 objections. 
As a result of this, and because of the need to seek further infor-
mation, ECC planning officers at the meeting stated that the cur-
rent applications would be considered at committee in November at 
the earliest and January at the latest. 

 



8 

In respect of the ECC planning applications for the waste site 
ESS/36/17/BTE & ESS/37/17/BTE it was unanimously agreed 
that objections be raised along the lines discussed. The Chairman 
and Clerk will liaise regarding the reply to ECC. 

Coleman’s Farm Quarry 

The Little Braxted Lane access is due to open during November 
2017 with access/exit via Braxted Road in the meantime. HGVs had 
been seen entering the site via Braxted Road as early as 6.15am 
and so the question would be raised with the site agent regarding 
the operational hours of the site. The recent site liaison meeting 
had discussed concerns regarding unauthorised development on the 
quarry site, which ECC said it would deal with.  

BDLHP 

There was nothing to add to the details contained in the September 
minutes except that the Colemans Bridge 30mph request has now 
been formally submitted. The Chairman reported back from the 
September meeting of the Panel that of the 44 schemes due for 
completion in 2017/18 across Braintree District, only 3 have to date 
been delivered. 

Correspondence 

 BDC Funding Fair – Thursday 19th October at Causeway 
House. 

 New grants available via EALC/ECC – Improving Local Places. 
To provide grants for activities/services that will improve local 
places by being more locally responsive.  The Clerk will inves-
tigate the possibility of making an application and report back 
to the November meeting. 

Reports from PC Representatives 

Cllr. Knubley gave a report from the EALC AGM including the intro-
duction of the grants above mentioned and Local Plans. 

Information exchange and items for the November agenda 

Litter has accumulated at the recycling site in Oak Road. 

A further fly-tip on Henry Dixon Road has been reported to BDC. 

Ten minute public feedback 

Residents asked about the progress of schemes to try to tack-
le the dangerous Rectory Lane vehicle access/exit via Rick-
stones Road. It was confirmed that this is with ECC for re-
view. 

Dates of future meetings 

Tuesdays 7th November at Rivenhall Village Hall, and 5th December 
at Henry Dixon Hall both starting at 8pm. 
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In last month magazine the approval of planning application should 
state:- 

“Demolition of rear conservatory, erection of two storey side exten-
sion and loft conversion. 3 waterfall Cottages, Park Road.” 

*********************************** 

Report on Network Rails Efforts to close the Potters 

(E19) and Snivellers (E20) Railway crossing. 

I recently attended the meeting at County Hall for the opening salvos 

from Network Rail and from the opposing parties including Essex 

County Council and the Ramblers Association. 

Many of you may be aware that Network Rail had illegally closed the 

Potters crossing sing March 2017 (The crossing was supposed to reo-

pen at the end of April). However probably because the chairman of 

the public inquiry Alan Beckett was unable to use the crossings Net-

work rail reinstated them in late September even though the work 

that they were originally closed for still hadn't been carried out.  

(worn out track replacement) 

At the opening of the Hearing I listened to Network Rail stumble 

through a very poorly thought out case for the crossing closures and 

then an extremely well presented case for retention of many of the 

crossings made by Miss Alison Lambert of ECC. Following the opening 

statements it became clear the case was not being made successfully 

and subsequently the Public Inquiry was adjourned until further no-

tice.  I will watch and wait for further news and report as and when 

this becomes available. Peter Hope Magazine Editor 

Sky Notes November 2017 

In general terms we think of the Sun being at its highest in the sky, 

and due South, at midday, which is 12 noon when GMT applies and 1 

pm when BST applies. 

However, due to the tilt of the Earth’s axis and the fact that our orbit 

around the Sun is slightly elliptical, the actual moment when the Sun 

is due South varies throughout the year as the Earth speeds up in its 

orbit when closest to the Sun and slows when furthest. The orbital 

speed change is about 3% between slowest (early July) and fastest 

(early January).  

In the first half of November, the total time difference caused by the 

tilt and the orbital speed change between “clock time” and “Sun 

time” is at its greatest for the year. Around 3rd November, the Sun is 

due South well ahead of clock time – at 11.44 am. The greatest delay 
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in the Sun being due South is in the first half of February when it ar-

rives there at 12.14 pm, well behind clock time. 

These changes are readily noticeable to keen observers, best seen of 

course not by looking at the glare of the Sun directly but safely by 

noting where the shadow of a fixed object (such as a telegraph pole) 

falls at 12 noon. The difference is obvious between November and 

February. 

Following the reversion to GMT on 29th October, the evenings are 

now very short and in fact by the end of November the Sun sets be-

fore 4 pm GMT and only a few minutes later than in mid-December 

when the shortest evenings occur. However the mornings continue to 

get shorter by another half an hour or so all the way through to New 

Year. 

All of the bright planets remain grouped in the sky near the Sun 

throughout November and so are not readily observable. Given good 

skies and a clear Eastern horizon, it might be possible to see a fine 

lined-up grouping low down in the pre-dawn twilight of Venus, Jupi-

ter, Mars and the bright star Spica, together with a waning crescent 

Moon. This grouping will be at its best on the morning of the 16th No-

vember from about 6.30 am. 

Full Moon is on 4th November, meaning that once again, the middle 

part of the month will be best for star gazing. The date of the Full 

Moon unfortunately will drown out the best of the Taurid meteor 

shower. But some meteors may still be seen in the evening sky once 

the Moon starts to wane. Taurids can occasionally be very bright and 

notably slow moving compared to most other meteors. The Taurids 

are particles left behind in the orbit of comet Encke which the Earth 

encounters each year. 

The Autumn Astro Evening organised by Rivenhall Observatory takes 

place on Friday November 10th starting at 7.30 pm. This will again be 

at the concrete hard-standing where the public rights of way meet at 

the Southern end of Park Road – near the large Oak tree. If attending 

please bring warm clothes and binoculars or a telescope if you want 

to. Parking is available at the “unofficial lay by” next to the field en-

trance. 

There will be an opportunity to try some astro-photography, weather 

depending of course. The main interest will be winter star clusters 

which will be rising in the East at the time. By the end of the session 

at 9.30 pm to 10 pm, all of the main bright winter constellations will 

be on show including Orion, Taurus and Gemini. 
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Sky Watcher 

End to End Nature Care. 

Our winter schedule of events is now underway. Just because it is 

winter does not mean we are confined to the indoors, indeed we are 

meeting on the evening of 10th November for what is now the regular 

outdoor astronomy evening with James Abbott. As always the event 

is weather-dependant but if the sky is clear (which normally also 

means the air temperature drops quickly after dark so wrap up warm) 

then James will point out a variety of interesting things to see, usual-

ly assisted by a reasonably large reflecting telescope which despite 

although portable can provide impressive views. Full details below. 

While the bulk of our winter activities are indoors, that is primarily 

because we meet in the evening and of course that means it is dark 

during the winter months. There is nothing to stop the naturist ven-

turing out during daylight in the winter however, as there is still plen-

ty to see including many things which are not available during the 

summer. Of course, many annual or deciduous plants will not be put-

ting on much of a show but there are winter specialists, including ivy 

in the autumn which can often be humming with a variety of insects 

which depend on the availability of its flowers. While there may be 

few winter-flowering wild plants in Britain, the variety of wild fruits 

and berries provides interest and of course sustains a variety of crea-

tures including many birds who migrate here to overwinter rather 

than to breed like most of the summer migrants. In Essex in particu-

lar, our estuaries provide food for a huge number and diversity of 

overwintering birds, perhaps most notably the dark plumaged Brent 

Geese which gather in chattering groups in what to us seem terribly 

inhospitable conditions on the cold, gloomy and often windswept 

mudflats.  

How various organisms time and phase their mating cycle with the 

seasons in our country can be fascinating. While many seem geared 

to producing young to coincide with the bounties of summer and early 

autumn, others take advantage of the lack of competition during the 

winter, such as the eponymous Winter Moth which only exists as an 

adult during the winter, although the caterpillars take advantage of 

summer foliage for food. Many invertebrates have an annual life cycle 

and overwinter as adults, the younger forms benefitting from the 

greater availability of food for the rest of the year. The sea-slug Al-

deria modesta, an inhabitant of Essex salt marshes, is just such an 

example, the adult form only being found in late winter and early 
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spring. 

Getting back to our forthcoming events, we have our now regular 

quiz night on 15th November and the winter social evening on 13th 

December. Full details are below but if you would like to know 

more then please check our website www.e2e.silverend.org or ring 

Simon on 01621 810141 or 07947 388180. 

 

Workmen's Hall Part 2 

When we first lived at Workmen's Hall there was no inside toilet or 

bathroom. We bathed in front of the kitchen range in a tin bath. 

However, not too long before we eventually moved to Witham in 

late 1960, a bathroom was added. This was fitted into what we 

called the box room, on the first floor over the hallway and at the 

top of the stairs. A very nice addition. 

There was no central heating either, just open coal fires. 

There were three bedrooms, all of reasonable dimensions. One at 

the front, and two to the rear, the third bedroom being accessed 

direct through the second. 

On the ground floor, there was a front sitting room, the hallway/

front door, with stairs to the first floor, and a dining room  and a 

kitchen. Leading off the kitchen was a large scullery, with a bake 

oven, and a walk - in brick floored larder and stone shelf. A further 

back door led to the outside toilet, which was built on the rear of 

the house, but accessed by an open sided covered way. Until the 

provision of the bathroom, the toilet was a ' bucket and chuck - 

it' ! 

As the property was detached my father sometimes used to set my 

brother and I off on running races all round the building. As I was 

Fri 10th 
Novem-
ber 

7.30 
pm 

Outdoor astronomy evening with James Ab-
bott. Meet at the concrete hardstanding by the 
sharp bend in the Rivenhall/Silver End road 
(TL822187). Wear warm outdoor clothing. 

 

Weds 
15th No-
vember 

8 pm 

"Science and Nature" Quiz Night with quiz-
master Andrew Moss. No prizes just the fun of 
taking part. At Silver End Bowls Club pavilion, 
Broadway. £2 per head includes refreshments. 

 

Weds 
13th De-
cember 

7.30 for 
8 pm 

Winter Social at Fiddlesticks, 44 Strawberry 
Lane, Tolleshunt Knights CO5 0RX. 7:30pm for 
8pm. All very welcome. Bring nibbles and/or 
drink if you can. The evening will include a short 
committee meeting. 

 

http://www.e2e.silverend.org
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older I  had to be set a handicap to allow my brother a sporting 

chance to get back before me . 

Despite living right by the A12, I don't remember traffic noise. At 

one stage I did sleep in the front bedroom facing the road. As other 

locals will tell too, during the summertime, residents sometimes 

came out on a Sunday evening to watch the traffic ! This would be 

crawling past bumper to bumper, on its way back from the coast, 

going towards Witham. Remember there were no by- passes then ! 

There was a modest sized formal front garden with a separate path 

up to the front door of the hall. The rear garden was large and 

stretched a long way back onto a meadow. This is where Foxmead 

was subsequently built. The back garden was ideal for me and my 

brother to play in. We would also often stray over the back, or 

range further afield in the Rivenhall End area. In the far left hand 

rear corner of the garden there was a small round, flint built water 

tower. It was disused and overgrown and slightly mysterious. 

Out of interest, growing on the eastern side hedge boundary, 

alongside the Hall was a magnificent copper beech tree which still 

survives today. It is close behind the bus shelter on the A12, and 

now appears to be at the back of the garden of one of the proper-

ties in Fox Den. 

Martin Andrews 

Recipe For November 

Panjotheram 

This curiously named casserole, made with mutton chops is native 

to County Durham and was traditionally served at sheep killing 

time. 

 8 lamb chops 

 1 ½ to 2 pounds potatoes. Peeled and sliced 

 2 or 3 onions, peeled and sliced 

 1 pint of beef stock, slightly thickened with a little flour, OR 1 

pint gravy 

 Salt and pepper to season 

 Set oven to 170, gas 3. 

In a deep casserole, arrange layers of potatoes and onions, sea-

soning each layer to taste. 

Pour the hot stock/ gravy over to come halfway up the vegetables. 
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Arrange the chops on top of the veg, cover with a lid and cook for 

1 ½ to 2 hours. 

Add more stock if necessary. 

Serve with carrots and cabbage!  (or your favourites.) 

Serves 4 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

********************** 

SUNDAY 12
th

 November 2017 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY  

Gather at the War Memorial at St Mary’s church at 10 50 am for 

the laying of wreaths  

New Art Classes starting in Witham.

Learn:

a) how to see  as an artist

b) how to use  water colours

 To find out more and  book 

a place please ring 

Harriet  Sleigh

0737529677
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Scottish Country Dancing 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

7.30 -10pm 2nd, 4th and 5th Monday of every month (when there is a 

5th Monday) 

Great for fitness and a good laugh too! 

Call Sue on 01206 303338 
 

Rivenhall Carpet Bowls 

Rivenhall Village Hall Every Thursday 7.30pm – 10pm 

Come along for an evening of fun with this friendly club. 
 

The Ark 

It's Open House at Rivenhall Village Hall 

Meets most Saturdays 2pm - 4pm (see calendar for exceptions) 

Come along with friends for Tea, Coffee & Cake 

Have fun with Arts, Crafts & Puzzles 

Meet new friends, all ages welcome 

Sponsored by the Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Tel: 07538 599584 or email info@rivenhallark.co.uk 
 

Coffee Morning 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Every Friday 9am – 12 noon 

Tea, coffee, cake and a chat with friends 

Includes the Post Office 
 

Table Tennis 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

2nd &4th Monday of the Month 

1.30 pm – 4.30pm, Entry £3 

Membership of Witham and Braintree U3A required £15 pa 

visit the Witham and Braintree U3A website or for 

further information please 

call Ken Hazell 01621 892417 email ken.hazell@icloud.com 

or email guntongerry@aol.com or visit the table tennis page on the 

village hall website www.rivenhallvillagehall.co.uk 

Bingo! 

Saturdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Rivenhall Village Hall, Entry 

50p 

Everyone Welcome 

Call Jack on 01376 514255 

Riventots Pre-school 
Rivenhall Village Hall (Term Time) 

Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 

3.30 p.m (Mon 9.15–1.30) 

Lunch if required 12 noon – 1pm 

Call Ruth on 078 111 04813  

or email r.clary@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:r.clary@tiscali.co.uk
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Here’s a bright idea….

Huge Savings on all your bills

and free light bulbs for life!

 The latest LED light bulbs typically worth 

£300 - £500- absolutely free!

Use around 11% less electricity      

- forever!

 Free professional installation

 Lifetime Guarantee - never buy 

another light bulb again!

PLUS - save money on all your utilities, food, shopping and petrol

Find Out More: Contact Peter Hope  07904 235101

peterhope@utilitywarehouse.co.uk  Sign up for the deal yourself at: www.utilitywarehouse.org.uk/N17969

Home Phone  Broadband    Mobile         Gas           
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Beautiful Rooms For Rent In 
Witham & Braintree 

We have 4 Lovely houses  

2 in Witham—2 in Braintree 

With and Without en-suites 

£90—£130 per Week  

(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with 

Broadband) 

See our Website:- www.jbwpartners.co.uk 

Or Call 

John      Mavis   Michelle 
07850 161629       07714 579783       07966 323914 

G. COLLINS & SONS 
Funeral Directors Ltd 

An Independent Family  
Company Established 1893 

01376 583750 
GCSFD.UK 

ENQUIRIES@GCSFD.UK 

4 The Street  - White Notley - Witham - CM8 1RH 
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HELP WITH 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

RICHARDS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

01376 513114 

78 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH  

From advice on how to register a death to making all the 

arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.  
 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

A British Owned Company www.dignityfuneral.co.uk 
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Is your PC feeling poorly? Has it caught a virus? 

Suffering from memory loss exhaustion 

For all your PC ailments including: 

 Virus Prevention, Detection & removal 

 Broadband, Wireless & Firewall Set-up 

 Internet / Email Set-up & Security 

 Hardware Repairs and Upgrades 

 Software Faults and Crashes 

 Backup Solutions and Data Recovery 

 Web Design & Computer Training 

 Software Installation & Removal 

 Hardware & Software Supplied 
 

Call the PC Doctor 

Tel: 01621 891064 / 0870 285 6017 
Mob 07990 565336 

Email: 
pc_doc@pcdoctoroperations.co.uk 

Surgery Times: 7 am to 7 pm, 7days a week 

REYNOLDS 

CARPENTRY SERVICES 

For all Carpentry, Joinery 

& Cabinet Making Requirements 
 

CSCS Registered 

30 Years Experience 

4 Years Apprenticeship 

City & Guilds and 

Advanced City & Guilds Qualified 

Free estimates – No obligation 

All building work considered 

Can also make items to order  

also 

'curtain poles, tiling, flat packs, 

kitchens, doors, sheds etc, no jobs 

too small' 
 

Contact 01376 515987 or 

07889 110962 (9am – 5.30pm) 

Answer phone at other times 

For all You Painting and 
Decorating Needs 

Contact DEAN TABONE 

 

MOBILE:07769 356221 EMAIL: 

breathtaking@hotmail.co.uk 

 

15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

HERITAGE PAINTER 

LIME WASH SPECIALIST 

 

FREE ESTIMATES - NO OBLIGATION 

ALL WORK CONSIDERED 
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Jeremy Larke 

Television 

services 

 
 
 
Telephone: 01376 513645 
Mobile: 07947 601619 
Email: telerepair@aol.com 

All Television Systems Catered 

for Freesat, Freeview, Sky  

 

 Installations & Repairs To all makes and 

models 

 Full Plasma & LCD Fitting Service 

 Wall Mount Brackets Supplied and Fitted 

 Aerial & Satellite Dishes Fitted 

 Freeview, Freesat & European Channels 

 View and Control Your Sky in Other 

Rooms 

 Aerial and Telephone Extension Points 

Installed 

 

Don’t Delay Call Today 

Janet C Davies 
Dip. F.D. M.B.I.F.D 

BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON’S LADY FUNERAL 

DIRECTOR 

Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service 
 

Telephone 01376 339300 

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service 
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and 

Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon 

Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but 

With ‘The Gentle Touch’ 
 

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials 

Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing 

Catering—DWP Funerals 

Part of the Hunnaball Family Group 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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Feering Flower Club   
 

Do you love flowers? 

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held on the 

3rd Tuesday of each month at Feering Community Centre 7pm for 

7.30pm 

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50 
 

 Watch a demonstrator 

 Friendly chat and exchange ideas 

 Sale Table 

 Refreshments 
 

For more information contact 

Sue Banting 01376 571050 

Pat Clark 01376 512418 

www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk 

http://www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk
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DAVE’S PLUMBING 

SERVICES 

Taps, Radiators, 

 

Bathroom Suites & 

 

General Plumbing 

 

Tel: 01376 501577 

Mobile: 07973 306693 

ANGLIA TREE SERVICES 

Specialist tree surgery 

Residential & Commercial Customers 

CROWN REDUCTION  FELLING  TOPPING  

HEDGE TRIMMING  ALL GARDEN WORK  

STUMP GRINDING 

For a quick, tidy and friendly service call: 

Tel: 01621 892831 

7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLEFULLY INSURED 

Contact us 

62 Braintree 

Road 

Witham 

Essex CM8 2BY 

01376 500038 

01376 520568 

Opening Times: 

Mon– Tuesday 

8.30 am –6.30 pm 

Wednesday- 

8.30 am—8.30 pm 

Thurs—Fri 

8.30 am—6.30 pm 

Sat 

A friendly caring practice  

for all your pets.  

Visit our website  for more details and 

to register your pet online 

www.brookendvets.co.uk 

SPECIAL O.A.P. SURGERY 

Thursday Mornings 
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Philip Little 

Property Maintenance Magician 
 

Local service at local prices 

Knowledgeable and friendly 
 

07973 129808 or 01376 515257 

 

Silver End Village   

Rear of Boots 

6 Broadway CM8 3RQ 

For Appointments Call:- 

01376 583133  

Friendly Personal Service 

REASONABLE RATES 

Essex Beauty Boutique  
Call 07985 658668 

Manicures—Pedicures—Eyes 

Unisex Stylists 

SpeedyBroadband.co.uk 

 Sick Computers my 
Speciality 
 

 Home Networking Problems 
Sorted Out 

 Computer Viruses Removed 

 Operating System Upgrades 

 Upgrade to Windows 10 

 

FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY AND 
QUOTATION CONTACT  

Peter Hope  

peterhope@speedybroadband.co.uk 

Tel: 01376 502605  

Mob: 07904 235101 

Website 

www.speedybroadband.co.uk 
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RIVENHALL GARDENING CLUB 

Members and visitors were welcomed by Chairman, Mrs. Pat Clark, 

to the Club's Annual General Meeting held in Rivenhall village hall 

on Tuesday 10th October 2017. Mrs. Clark presented her report 

noting that this was the 54th year of the Gardening Club. 

The Daffodil Show in April, the Summer Flower Show in July and 

the Annual Show in September all proved to be very successful 

with increased visitor numbers in September. Speakers during the 

year have been interesting and varied from Dean Winham talking 

about “Birds of Prey” and bringing along his Harris Hawk to Dudley 

Chignall's excellent tour of “East Anglia Through The Seasons” and 

Andrew Babicz's advice for planting up seasonal containers. A very 

successful Bring and Buy was held within the May meeting and 

some members enjoyed a trip to Rayne Hatch Farm at Stisted in 

July. Mrs.Clark thanked committee members for the work they do 

to keep the Club functioning and she also thanked President, Mrs. 

Joan Cain, who takes a very active interest in the Club. In thanking 

members for their support she wished everyone a successful 

gardening year ahead. 

The Treasurer presented the Statement of Accounts which were 

adopted and signed by the chairman. 

Elected Officers and Committee members for 2017/2018 are as 

follows: 

Chairman — Pat Clark. Deputy Chairman — Don Scott. Hon. Club 

Secretary — Carole McCarthy. Hon. Treasurer — Elizabeth 

Acharyya. 

Committee Members: Tracy Scott. Betty Young. Maurice Bacon. 

After the business of the evening was concluded, refreshments 

were served and the raffle drawn. 

COMPETITION RESULTS Horticultural 

1st Maurice Bacon 2nd Don Scott 3rd Karen Dakin 

Domestic 

1st Karen Dakin (one entry) 

Flower of the Month 

1st Brian Chadwick 2nd Cyril Philpott 3rd Vivienne Dee 

H.C. Don Scott 
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The next Club meeting will be on Tuesday 14th November, 

7.30pm in Rivenhall village hall, when Rebecca Moore will talk 

about the History and Conservation Work of Colchester Zoo. 

Competitions will be: Horticultural — any vegetable. Domestic — 

Sultana and Cherry cake. Flower of the Month Entrance is £1 to 

include refreshments and members are reminded that the annual 

subscription of £5 is now due. New members and visitors are 

always welcome. For further details please contact the Club 

Secretary on 01376 512781. 

Turning the pages of History — Research by Tracy Scott 

Taking a look through the End to End November magazine of 1977, 

Rector David Nash has an article about Rivenhall School and the diary 

of Miss Louisa Waters, Headmistress from 1863 April 1st reads: I 

commenced my duties as mistress of this School today.  I did not 

pursue any particular course of study today, but simply examined the 

children on different subjects before arranging them into classes.  On 

the 14th April her entry shows how much times have changed when 

you live in the countryside: I re-opened the school today after the 

Easter Holidays; some of the children were unable to attend as they 

were still at work in the fields as they had been for some weeks.  

The Rivenhall Review 1962 reports of the Youth Club Social being held 

at the Church Hall, with a dancing competition.  Over 60 members 

being present.  The judges were Pat Baker, Carolyn Reynolds, Melvyn 

Pease and Alan Biddlecombe. 

The winners were as follows:- 

1st Pair – Ann Turner and Peter Ridgewell 

2nd Pair – Sally Walton and April Clements 

In the “Twist” Contest the following were winners:- 

1st – Robert Hammond  2nd – Sheila Leverett 

3rd – Lorraine Gordon  4th – Marilyn Bones 

The Raffle winner was Dave Wix. 

I would like to finish this month with November from 1964 which 

made me smile:  A small group were watching the recent cable laying 

operations in Rickstones Road.  One asked, “How do they manage to 

get the cable to go along the trench without uncovering it”?  Replied a 

wit, “Didn’t you know, they employ a tiny little chap for that job, they 

feed the cable down to him and he runs along the pipes with it to the 

next opening!” 
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Sing Christmas! 

Witham Choral is presenting a Sing Christmas! 

concert on Saturday 9 December at 7.30 p.m. at 

Witham Public Hall which will include carols galore 

for both choir and audience.  

In addition to the carols, it will be a splendid 

Christmassy mixture of excerpts from Messiah, 

Charpentier’s Midnight Mass and Vaughan Williams’ Christmas 

Fantasia. Witham Choral will be accompanied by the Colchester 

Philharmonic, conducted by Patrick McCarthy, and baritone soloist 

Alastair Merry will be joining in the seasonal celebrations.  

Tickets: £12 or £5 for those in full-time education available from 

Witham Public Hall at 0345 017 8717 or 

www.withampublichall.co.uk, Witham Tourist Office in the Town 

Hall on 01376 502674, as well as from choir members or from 

01376 513713. 

www.withamchoralsociety.org.uk 

 

Tips for a crime free Christmas shop. 

The tips for a crime free Christmas shop start before you leave your 

house, after all you don’t want come home to find the house broken 

into. 

1. Garden tools securely locked away in the shed – Burglars will 

be happy to use your tools to break into your house. 

2. Create the illusion your home is occupied - Radio and lights 

on a timer in rooms you would normally occupy, there is even 

a device called “Fake TV” that flashes a series of lights when it 

gets dark that looks like the TV is on. 

3. Lock up properly not just your windows and doors in the 

house, but also any gates and outbuildings.  

4. Choose a “Park Mark” car park where you can http://

www.parkmark.co.uk/ . By choosing a Park Mark® Safer 

Parking facility you are visiting a car park that has been 

vetted by the Police and has measures in place in order to 

create a safer environment for both you and your vehicle. 

5. Leave nothing in sight within your car, remove the “Sat Nav” 

cradle and clean the mark on the windscreen. 

http://www.parkmark.co.uk/
http://www.parkmark.co.uk/
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6. When you lock your car with the remote look for the light 

flash confirmation or better still try the door handle before 

leaving the car. 

7. Now you’re starting your shop watch your purse, wallet, 

mobile phone and handbag especially in busy places, don’t 

leave them on display in bags or on counters while you pay, 

and while you’re paying watch that no one is watching you 

entering your PIN when making purchases or withdrawing 

cash. 

8. Time to stop for lunch or a cuppa, don’t drop your guard. 

Mobile phone on the table, shopping by the chair, wallet or 

purse visible coat, jacket or handbag over the chair,  if a thief 

sees it a thief will steal it. 

9. Need to off load some of those purchases in the car, look 

around are you being watched? Back to (5 & 6) above again. 

10. Time go home, don’t fall for any distractions while you load 

the car i.e. “you dropped some money” pointing to cash on 

the ground, holding a map “can you tell me the way to….”. 

While you are engaged the second person steals from your 

car on the other side.  Close and lock your car before 

speaking to anyone. 

Further crime prevention advice can be obtained by contacting 

Stephen Armson-Smith the Braintree & Uttlesford Crime Prevention 

Officer on extn 407110 or Angie Pearson the Colchester Crime 

Prevention Officer extn 436127 using the Police Non-Emergency 

number of 101   or see https://www.essex.police.uk/advice/  . 

If you know who is committing crime or handling stolen property 

call Essex Police on 101 or call Crimestoppers anonymously on 

0800 555 111.  

Book Lovers 

The number od books published annually in different countries per 

million of population is quite surprising.. The top country is Finland 

with 2,830 followed by the UK 2,156 and then the Czech Republic 

with 1,717 Germany is 6th and the USA 10th. I found it very 

encouraging that we publish more books than any other country 

bar one the tradition of Shakespeare and Jane Austen continues 

apace. 

 Margaret Martin  

https://www.essex.police.uk/advice/
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Early Warning of Events in the Build up 

to Christmas! 
2nd  Dec 6-9pm Singing Around Christmas 

Tree Outside Silver End Co-op 

14th  Dec “Parish Get-together” Henry Dixon 

Hall 7.30 pm 

17th Dec Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 

St. Mary’s 3 pm 

18th Dec (Date 

is Provisional) 

Carols at Rivenhall Oaks Golf Club 

8 pm 

19th Dec Carols on the Village Green 7.30 

pm 

24th  Dec Crib Service St. Francis 3 pm Crib 

Service St. Mary’s  4.30 pm Mid-

night Mass St Mary’s 11.30 pm 

7th Jan 2018 Epiphany and Christingle Service 

 

 The Famous Rivenhall Races  

Now in its fifteenth glorious year, this fund-raising race night was 

held in the village hall on Saturday 28th October. Again the village’s 

Millennium Committee pulled-out all the stops and a boisterous 

grandstand enjoyed a great night of entertainment, company and 

laughter. The date being very close to Halloween, ghoulish themes 

embraced the evening with Bob Turner resplendent in his black cape 

and hood, a glowing skeleton clawed at the stage curtains, a mas-

sive carved glowing pumpkin adorned the stage, and spooky spiders 

did abound.  

Chairman Bob Turner compared the evening with great support from 

his committee colleagues. On the race-card (again amusingly com-

piled by John Macrae) were eight keenly contested horse races; 
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some on the flat, some over hurdles, some over jumps. The punters 

voices loudened as each race progressed to encourage their fa-

voured mounts. During the break a welcoming fish & chip supper 

was enjoyed by all and this was followed by an excellent raffle 

overseen by Carole McCarthy.  

Congratulations must go to Bob Turner and all on the Millennium 

Committee who continue to work tirelessly, creatively and enthusi-

astically throughout the year to fund their various free Christmas 

activities and seasonal senior citizen gifts. Sincere thanks to all vil-

lagers and friends who happily come along to support these much 

anticipated community events - you are all very big hearted and 

you make great company.  

. . . and everyone present received a free gift of one extra hour’s lie

-in the following morning as the clocks went back that night!  

The hall filled with Race goers! 
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Quiz Night

Friday 17th November- 7.30 p.m

Henry Dixon Hall - Rivenhall End

TICKETS £10 each inc. Fish and 

Chip Supper (Veg / Vegan Catered for)

Teams of up to 8 players

Team captains to get tickets from:-

Ann Kerr:-            Tel 01376 515437
Bring your own nibbles drinks and glasses

Book early to avoid disappointment 

FATHER CHRISTMAS IS  

COMING TO TOWN. 
 

Friday 1st December Father Christmas is making his 

annual trip to Rivenhall. 

He will be at Rivenhall Village Hall between 1.30-8pm .He likes 

to see the children to find out what they would like for 

Christmas but also likes to see the grown ups as well. 

The Rivenhall Playing Fields Association who are responsible for this 

great attraction put in a lot of time and effort to change the hall into a 

Winter Wonderland which Santa really appreciates and wants to share 

with ALL the people of Rivenhall and Rivenhall End. 

So why not show your support of the hall by coming along. It will only 

cost you £1 to walk through wonderful scenes of snow, log cabins and 

twinkling lights. If you want your child to meet and receive a nice gift 

from Santa together with a badge and sweets, it will cost only £3 . 

(much cheaper than taking a child to Chelmsford or Colchester)  

If we don't support our Village Hall we may well lose it so PLEASE 

come along. Thanks Pauline Marshall 
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Organisations in Rivenhall 
 

Clerk to Parish Council Keith Taylor  516975 

Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net meets every first Tuesday 

Age Concern (Witham area) Margaret Prime 514255 

End to End Nature Care Simon Taylor 01621 810141  

Gardening Club Carole McCarthy 512781 

Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Carpet Bowls Mick Marshall 512836 

Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Playing Fields Association Mick Marshall 01376 512836 

Spread Your Wings Dance Acam  Laura Pearson 01376 741317  
 

Facilities 

Hire of Village Hall Pauline Marshall 01376 512836 

Or email rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com  

Hire of Henry Dixon Hall Tracey Taylor 571551 

Mobile Library Nov Wed 8th, 22nd  Beech Road 4.10 to 4.30. p.m.  
 

Organisations in Silver End 
Clerk to Parish Council Mrs B. M. Temple 618464 

Email parishclerk@silverendparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Bowls Club Roy Howard 583222 

Children’s Centre Faye Savage 587960 

Neighbourhood Police Braintree Policing Dial 101 

Congregational Church Sharon Gray 583913 

Friendship Club Ruth Aitkin 583846 

Silver End Gad Abouts Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

Gardening Club Liz Woor 585586 

Guiding Group Carol Hutchings 07857 663959 

Neighbourhood Watch Judy Hill 07896 975839 

Scouting Group Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

St Mary’s Church (R.C.) Vivian Phillips 583598 

Tennis Club Jason Cairns 584581 

Workers Educational Assoc. Brian Gillion 583706 

Luncheon Club  Helen Thomson 583255 

Doctors Surgery   583387 

Silver End Heritage Society Jackie Nesbitt sec 585702 

Silver End United Football Club Mark Edgell  01376 584639 

Web Site www.silverendunitedfc.co.uk 

Womens Institute  Brenda Warnes 07931 548193 

Community Warden Jackie Windard 07785 515526 

Post Office in Co-op - please note that  it closes at Lunchtime 1-2pm 

Closes 1 pm Wednesday and 12.30 pm Saturday  

Library: Tues & Thurs - 2pm to 6pm  Saturday 9am to 1pm 
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LITTLE THINGS 

The glistening dew on opening flower, 

The gentle cooling summer shower,  

The first brave snowdrop in the Spring, 

The butterfly on painted wing,  

The blaze of colour from sunset's sky, 

The graceful seagull soaring high,  

The welcome of a happy home, 

The splashing sea with snow-white foam, 

The fluffy clouds sailing up above,  

The gentle kiss that speaks of love,  

The chuckle of a baby small,  

The straightness of a poplar tall,  

The flash of happy memory, 

The always welcome cup of tea, 

The glimpse of sun after days of grey, 

The moonbeams lighting up the way, 

The crackling leaves beneath our feet,  

The cheery postman down our street, 

The rosy warmth of a coal fire's glow, 

The icy crispness of the snow,  

The little unexpected gift, 

The startling silence when storm clouds drift,  

The fragrance of a summer rose,  

The nuzzle of your pet dog's nose,  

The smell of baking on the air,  

The wholesome taste of country fare,  

The blackbird's song, so sweet and clear,  

The friendly smile, the word of cheer,  

The laughter of a child at play,  

A talk with God at close of day  

To thank Him for His gifts of love -  

The glorious taste of heaven above, That  

 little extra final touch - 

The little things that mean so much. 

Sylvia M Bradford 



PARC our nominat-

ed charity this year 

held a Musical 

event with the D’U-

kes Ukulele band at 

Feering community 

centre it was at-

tended by a num-

ber of local people 

from Rivenhall and 

raised £650 for 

PARC.  

The Poem on the previous page is to accompany the picture of 

the Butterfly that landed on one of gargantuan dahlias which 

are now over 6ft tall taken by Clare on the 23rd of October 

2017. My Wife never ceases to amaze me. 




